The prevalence of gastric disorders in arthritic patients makes one wish that the stomach was better protected or 'gold plated'. This description might not be wishful thinking given the recent finding that non-steroidal antiinflammatory drug (NSAID) related peptic ulcers are less common in gold treated patients than in Gold continues to be an intriguing precious metal which has fascinating and complicated activities in biological systems. An understanding of its effects on H pylon may yield useful information germane to its mode of action in RA. Its gastroprotective properties are a surprising and a welcome bonus to patients with RA whose stomachs are otherwise exposed to the insults of their antirheumatic treatment.
